From the accounts which appeared in the Scotch newspapers, and the proceeding's of the Board of Health in Modern Athens, we had begun to despair of any gleam of light or reason from the city on the hills. The medical faculty on the north side of the Tweed seemed to embrace, one and all, the darkest and most gloomy doctrines of contagion that were over propagated, at the point of the bayonet, on the banks of the Wolga, or amid the steep
[July 1 defiles of the Carpathian Mountains ! In despite of this, and of the universal cry of contagion in this country, from the Privy Council in Whitehall, to the rudest cholera hospital in Musselburgh, we maintained the doctrine with which we set out?that cholera is an epidemic disease, and its propagation by contagion is comparatively a rare contingency, and unessential to its progress in this or in any other country. We We do not know that a circumstance which we have more than once observed, namely, a discharge from the bowels of a fluid exactly resembling urine, both in colour and smell, has been noticed by any writers.
The majority of the cases were cut off in the stage of collapse?several in the consecutive fever. Dr. Craigie considers this fever as very different from typhus. In the anastasis, or consecutive fever of cholera, the heat is rarely above par ; and though the action of the heart is strong, that of the arteries is feeble. The vessels of the head are invariably congested?and, in this respect, the term typhoid may be fairly applied, for who sees typhus without similar affection ? The consecutive fever was always in proportion to the length and violence of the preceding collapse or cold stage, just as ?we see in intermittents of bad kind.
Out of 550 inhabitants, 320 had suffered from the epidemic; and of these 55 died, or one-tenth of the whole population ! On the pathology of this mysterious disease, Dr. Craigie has hazarded some ingenious speculations. We shall allow him to speak for himself. " On the obscure and perplexing subject of the pathology of cholera I have little to say. The lesion of the nervous system, which has been so generally assumed, I confess, appeared to me nowhere to exist. It was clear that neither the brain, nor the spinal chord, or their nerves were peculiarly affected ; and I could see as little proof that the gangliar system or the solar plexus was preeminently disordered. These organs, indeed, partake of the general lesion of the blood-vessels, in common with all others to which blood-vessels are distributed ; but that they are specifically affected is, I conceive, a hypothetical assumption entirely.
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All the phenomena of cholera, on the contrary, indicate in my opinion an affection of the vascular system and its contents ; and in the exquisite form of the disease it bears a close resemblance to inanition of these vessels, anaemia suddenly induced, or the effects of profuse hemorrhagy. I do not mean to enter into any discussion of the questioa, whether the sero-albuminous discharge is a secretion, or by what mechanism it is effused. It cannot be doubted that it is poured forth from the blood-vessels of the intestinal tube, or the branches of the coeliac and mesenteric arteries at the expense of the serum, and much of the albumen of the blood. The effects of this are at least twofold. In the first place, the quantity of the circulating fluid is absolutely and most suddenly diminished ; and secondly, by deprivation of its sero-albuminous portion, its fluidity is remarkably impaired, and it is thereby rendered less capable of moving, especially in the vessels of the third and fourth classes. These two circumstances combined give cholera a character consisting partly of hemorrhage or syncope, and partly asphyxia; and on this singular combination seems to depend the phenomenon of the cramps of the extremities, and the tonic incurvation of the hands, and fingers, and toes. Anyone who has witnessed death by sudden hemorrhage, or has seen an animal bled to death, knows that spasmodic affections of the voluntary muscles accompany the last agonies of life. Those of genuine and exquisite cholera, I conceive, are of the same nature, and depend on a similar cause.
As the blood is withdrawn from the muscles of the extremities to supply the de- In conclusion, we may remark that this document from the talented Editor of the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, will do some service to the state?though it is somewhat late in its appearance. Fortunately for England, the fatal, heartless, and erroneous doctrine of contagion and importation, has done less harm, as far as human life is concerned, than in some other countries?because that horrible faith has been unable to reverse the laws of Nature, and the circumstances of society. It has done, however, incalculable mischief to commerce and domestic comfort. We will not be so uncharitable as the contagionists have been, who threatened "fire and ashes" on the heads of their opponents ! No. We believe them to have been only deceived, and not designing deceivers. The very circumstance of their being so intolerant and bigotted, shews that they were conscientious. Do they allow so much for those who have opposed them ? Alas no ! From the first records of society, it has been found that, whenever the bigot took up an erroneous creed, fires, faggots, and daggers were poured on the advocates of truth, with unrelenting virulence !
